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Welcome to Collins Financial Planning Xpress 

Collins Financial Planningôs purpose is to provide you, our client, with information and advice that will assist 

you to understand, enhance and therefore secure your financial future and lifestyle. 

Collins Financial Planning Xpress aims to highlight and inform you of various issues in what we hope is in a 

readable but technically accountable medium. 

Past issues can be found on our website www.collinsco.com.au under the tag Wealth Creation they are 

well worth a browse as they hold a wealth of information. 
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In This Issue 

ƴ Making Christmas A Time Of Joy For You 

ƴ Holiday Without Financial Baggage 

ƴ How Much Money Do You Throw Away? 

ƴ Managing Your Eternal Life On Social 

Media 

ƴ Start Planning Early To Get What You 

Want! 

ƴ How The World Celebrates Christmas 

 

Our Christmas issue takes on expenses and how to control 

them, topical for this time of year.  We hope that it  provides 

some short but interesting holiday reading. 

We take this opportunity to wish all our readers an exceptional 

Christmas and New Year and hope that we may inspire you to 

plan for your financial future. 

Our office will be closed form Friday, 22 December 2017 and 

will reopen on Monday, 08 January 2018. 

Mark Ducret 

Responsible Manager 
Collins Financial Planning 

http://www.collinco.com.au
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Seriously, not many people really look forward to Christmas. Do you... really? 

The stress involved in organising and preparing meals, buying gifts or arranging a Christmas party can have 

the opposite effect to what most of us would like to achieve at this time of year. And the financial anxiety that 

can eventuate when credit card bills arrive in January can be a most unwelcome reminder. 

The good thing is that you get another chance each year to do things differently so you can have a different 

and much better Christmas this time around. Here are some ideas: 

Create a Christmas budget 

Itôs a good idea to start a Christmas savings account early in the year that relieves the financial pressure. But 

if you worry about spending too much, suggest changes to the way that you and your family or friends ex-

change giftsðperhaps giving to children only, buying gifts under a set figure, or buying for just one person 

each in the group (aka óSecret Santaô). An even better habit is to leave your credit card at home when you go 

shopping. By taking only cash you will be sure to stay within your limits. 

ƴ Start shopping for gifts early.   

Any benefits of ñretail therapyò are soon lost as we push through overcrowded shopping centres looking for 

the perfect gifts for our loved ones. If you have left your Christmas shopping too late, make a list of the gifts 

you need in advance so you donôt waste precious time ñbrowsingò or exceed your budget. Or maybe do most 

of your Christmas shopping from the comfort of home ï go online! 

ƴ The alternativeðPost-Christmas sales 

Maybe not the best option for kids, but instead of buying gifts before Christmas pop a pre-paid voucher in a 

card giving your adult family and friends the option to choose their own gift from the Boxing Day or New Year 

sales. This helps you stick to your budget and your dollar will go further. 

ƴ Share the joy and the load 

If family or friends are coming to your house for a Christmas meal, share tasks with your guests rather than 

doing everything yourself. Ask everyone to bring a plate to create a buffet-style meal. Arrange an activity that 

will help everyone to enjoy their time (such as backyard cricket or pool games). Games that can be played at 

the table may help to avoid any problems caused by difficult family relationships. 

ƴ Swapping a Christmas getaway 

Itôs said that a change is as good as a holiday, so if youôre yearning to get away from it all this Christmas but 

think you canôt afford it, why not house-swap for the holidays? There are plenty of services available. Type 

ñhouse swapping servicesò into your favourite search engine. The opportunities are enormous! 

Like anything, when you plan ahead, you remove a lot of the pressure... Christmas is no different. Merry 

Christmas! 

Making Christmas a time of joy for you 


